CHAPTER XIII

DYNASTIES   AND   STOCKS

NEVER, not even at Frankfort, did I doubt that the key to
German politics was to be found in princes and dynasties,
not in publicists, whether in parliament and the press, or
on the barricades. The opinion of the cultivated public
as uttered in parliament and the press might promote and
sustain the determination of the dynasties, but perhaps
provoked their resistance more frequently than it urged
them forward in the direction of national unity. The
weaker dynasties leant for shelter upon the national cause,
rulers and houses that felt themselves more capable of re-
sistance mistrusted the movement, because with the pro-
motion of German unity there was a prospect of the
diminution of their independence in favour of the central
authority or the popular representative body. The Prus-
sian dynasty might anticipate that the hegemony in the
future German Empire would eventually fall to it, with
an increase of consideration and power. It could foresee
its own advantage, so far as it were not absorbed by a
national parliament, in the lowering of status so much
dreaded by the other dynasties./1 From the time that the
idea of the dual entity, Austria-Prussia, under the influence
of which I had come to the Frankfort Federal Diet, had
given place to the sense of the necessity of defending our
position against attacks and stratagems on the part of the

president, when once I had received the impression that the
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